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We	use	some	essential	cookies	to	make	this	website	work.	We’d	like	to	set	additional	cookies	to	understand	how	you	use	GOV.UK,	remember	your	settings	and	improve	government	services.	We	also	use	cookies	set	by	other	sites	to	help	us	deliver	content	from	their	services.	Carers	may	be	eligible	for	specific	financial	support	payments	from	the
Federal	Government	to	assist	with	their	living	costs,	providing	they	live	in	Australia	and	meet	residence	requirements.			Carer	PaymentCarers	who	provide	full-time	care	may	be	eligible	for	the	fortnightly	Carer	Payment	to	help	them	meet	their	basic	costs	of	living.		This	payment	is	available	to	carers	of:	someone	with	a	disability	(including	a	serious
mental	health	condition)	someone	with	a	severe	illness		someone	who	is	frail	aged	2	to	4	children	younger	than	16	whose	needs	add	up	to	the	same	as	1	child	with	severe	needs	1	or	2	children	younger	than	16	and	1	adult	whose	needs	total	the	same	as	1	child	with	severe	needs.	Eligibility	for	the	Carer	Payment	For	a	carer	to	qualify	for	the	Carer
Payment,	they	must:	Meet	an	income	and	assets	test	Care	for	a	person,	or	people,	who	have	been	assessed	as	meeting	a	minimum	disability	score	assessed	through	the	Adult	Disability	Assessment	Tool	(ADAT)	or	a	Carer	Needs	Assessment	(for	a	child	under	the	age	of	16)	–	a	health	professional	currently	treating	the	person	must	complete	these	forms.
Not	be	employed,	in	education	or	volunteering	for	more	than	25	hours	a	week	Carer	AllowanceThe	Carer	Allowance	is	a	fortnightly	payment	to	carers	of	someone	with	a	severe	disability	or	illness	or	who	is	frail	aged	to	assist	with	the	additional	costs	of	caring	on	top	of	their	usual	costs	of	daily	living.	Eligibility	for	the	Carer	Allowance	Everyone	on	the
Carer	Payment	will	automatically	receive	the	Carer	Allowance.		However,	the	Carer	Allowance	is	also	available	to	carers	who:	Provide	daily	care	Care	for	someone	who	reaches	an	eligible	score	on	the	Adult	Disability	Assessment	Tool	(ADAT)	or	a	Carer	Needs	Assessment	–	see	above	Has	a	household	income	of	under	$250,000	per	year.	There	are	no
employment,	education	or	volunteering	restrictions	on	the	Carer	Allowance.	You	may	get	a	Carer	Allowance	for	each	person	you	care	for	providing	they	meet	the	disability	requirements	and	you	meet	the	daily	care	requirements.	Carer	SupplementThe	Carer	Supplement	is	an	annual	payment	of	$600	which	is	attached	to	each	Carer	Allowance.		The
Supplement	is	paid	in	July	each	year.		Other	paymentsThere	are	a	range	of	other	payments	which	carers	can	get	under	some	circumstances.	They	cover	such	things	as	special	payments	to	carers	of	children	with	disability,	payments	to	assist	with	the	costs	of	raising	children,	incontinence	aids	and	the	running	of	medical	equipment	and	medically
required	temperature	control.	An	income	support	payment	if	you	give	constant	care	to	someone	who	has	a	severe	disability,	illness,	or	an	adult	who	is	frail	and	old.	An	income	support	payment	if	you	give	constant	care	to	someone	who	has	a	severe	disability,	illness,	or	an	adult	who	is	frail	and	old.	Eligibility	You	are	caring	for	1	or	more	people	with
care	needs	which	score	high	enough	on	the	Adult	Disability	Assessment	Tool	(ADAT)	or	Disability	Care	Load	Assessment	(Child)	(DCLA)	They	will	have	these	needs	for	at	least	6	months	or	the	rest	of	their	life	Under	the	pension	income	and	assets	test	limits	You	and	the	person	receiving	care	must	both	be	residing	in	Australia	The	Carer	Payment	can
provide	you	with	income	support	if	you	are	unable	to	work	because	of	the	demands	of	your	caring	role.	To	be	eligible	for	the	Carer	Payment:	You	need	to	provide	full	time	care	over	an	extended	period	of	time	for	a	person	with	a	disability	or	chronic	illness,	mental	illness,	or	who	is	frail	aged.	You	do	not	have	to	live	with	the	person	you	care	for,	but	you
need	to	live	within	a	reasonable	distance	and	provide	'constant'	care,	usually	interpreted	as	equivalent	to	a	full	day's	work.	Both	you	and	the	person	you	care	must	be	Australian	residents,	currently	living	in	Australia.	You,	your	employed	spouse	or	partner	(if	you	have	one)	and	the	person	you	care	for	must	all	meet	the	income	and	assets	test	for	the
payment.	If	you	earn	income	or	own	property,	savings	or	investments	above	a	particular	amount	(the	‘threshold’),	you	may	not	be	eligible.	You	must	not	spend	more	than	25	hours	a	week	away	from	caring	(including	travel)	to	do:	paid	work	volunteer	work	study	training	Centrelink	can	be	flexible	about	some	of	the	eligibility	rules	particularly	if	the
person	you	care	for	has	high	care	needs	or	if	you	care	for	more	than	one	person.	Contact	them	to	discuss	your	individual	situation.	Further	information	on	eligibility	Payment	rates	Total	maximum	payment	rates	are	$907	for	single	people	and	$1368	for	couples	per	fortnight.	Further	Information
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