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Two years after COVID-19 was declared a global pandemic, Girl Guides in British Columbia are returning to door-to-door sales of their iconic cookies. Volunteers were hard at work loading cases of the popular chocolate and vanilla classic sandwich cookies on Saturday, as Guides and their families prepared to return to the traditional form of one of
their most important fundraisers.“When COVID first stuck in 2020 we had just had our cookies delivered in B.C. that week, so we had to quickly pivot to find a way to sell about $4 million in cookies in B.C. Luckily we had lots of retailers step up to help us stock them on store shelves,” said Diamond Isinger, B.C. provincial commissioner for Girl Guides
Canada. Story continues below advertisement Along with placing the cookies on store shelves, Guides also shifted to online sales.Isinger said sales of the $5 boxes of cookies are crucial for the organization. 0:58 Door-to-door Girl Guide cookie sales suspended for second year Door-to-door Girl Guide cookie sales suspended for second year - Apr 8,
2021 The funds they raise go to a variety of programs and activities including trips, sports and art, while the sales process itself has an effect on girls’ developing confidence along with entrepreneurial and money management skills, she said.“We really see the value in the girls leading our cookie sales,” she said.”“Our girls enjoy selling cookies, they
gain really valuable skills and confidence. A lot of our community members like to support specific girls they know, so we’re excited to return back to that method of sales so that girls can achieve their own goals.” Story continues below advertisement Isinger said along with door-to-door sales, Guides will also be back to setting up cookie booths in
public locations.The return to in-person sales comes less than a week after British Columbia announced the end of virtually all of its COVID-19 restrictions. Masks are no longer mandatory in indoor public places, and the province’s vaccine passport will be scrapped on April 8.Isinger said with loosened restrictions, the Guides will also be able to return
to more of their traditional activities, such as overnight camping and other in-person events.While the Guides will be selling chocolate and vanilla cookies this spring, Isinger said mint fanatics will have to wait until fall for that popular flavour to return. © 2022 Global News, a division of Corus Entertainment Inc. Every year, more than 6 million boxes
of Girl Guide cookies are sold across Canada as the primary method of raising funds for local Girl Guide units. Unfortunately, none of these cookies are vegan, as they all contain cows’ milk.More people than ever before are choosing to adopt a vegan lifestyle in order to avoid harming animals. In the dairy industry, male calves are killed so that
humans can drink the milk that the mother cow made for her baby. In rejecting all forms of animal exploitation, vegans consume plant-based foods instead of animal flesh or secretions.Although Girl Guide cookies are commonly sold or eaten at Guiding events, vegan Girl Guides are excluded from eating, selling, or buying the cookies, while those who
avoid milk for health reasons are unable to eat the cookies.It’s time that Girl Guides of Canada change all three of their cookie recipes to make them vegan-friendly. This would help protect animals from harm, and it would also help GGC align its actions with its value of inclusivity. Girl Guides across Newfoundland and Labrador have a surplus of
1,500 boxes of mint cookies they need to sell by the end of August. (John Gushue/CBC)Many people buy a few boxes of Girl Guide cookies every year as the perfect sidekick to a cup of tea or glass of milk — but what about 1,500 boxes?That's exactly what the guiding organization in Newfoundland and Labrador needs to sell, and soon.They have two
weeks, in fact. The cookie crunch is on. Mackenzie Furey, Killick Coast district commissioner with the Girl Guides of Newfoundland and Labrador, said sales of the signature mint chocolate cookies are kicking into high gear because there's a fresh shipment on the horizon. "We need to get all of these mint cookies out so that we can get our chocolate
and vanilla in, and start those sales," Furey told The St. John's Morning Show. "They're already made and ready to ship to the province, so we have to start pushing cookies and getting them out."Furey said the surplus of mint cookies is the result of a drop in sales from other years, driven largely by the inability to sell door to door because of public
health COVID-19 restrictions. Guides have since begun selling the cookies in retail grocery stores, including Foodland and Sobeys, along with online sales. However, Furey said it hasn't translated to the same success since some people may still be expecting a guide to come to their door.McKenzie Furey, right, Killick Coast district commissioner with
the Girl Guides of Newfoundland and Labrador, hands out cookies with guider Natalie. (Submitted by Mackenzie Furey)"Instead of going door to door ... we had to think of new ways," she said."Even when we had our lockdown in February, we got a big batch sent to our office. It was actually the day before the lockdown, so we were kind of put on
hold for a month. Ever since then, we've been trying to get them out again."Furey said she's confident the guides will be able to make a dent in the 1,500 remaining boxes, thanks to upcoming sales in St. John's and the surrounding area. Orders can also be made by calling the Girl Guides office or contacting a leader.None of the cookies will go to
waste. Furey said leftovers will be donated to food banks and seniors' homes.Read more from CBC Newfoundland and Labrador For the first time in two years, many B.C. residents will soon be getting a knock on their door from local Girl Guides selling cookies. Girl Guides of Canada suspended door-to-door sales in 2020 due to the COVID-19
pandemic, and those precautions continued through the spring and fall cookie sales periods in 2021. For the spring 2022 cookie campaign, as B.C. and other provinces lift most coronavirus-related restrictions, door-to-door sales are resuming. "We're very excited to get out into our communities and have girls sell them door-to-door, in public and in
other ways," said Diamond Isinger, B.C. provincial commissioner for Girl Guides of Canada, in an interview with CTV News on Saturday. Isinger said Girl Guides will sell "hundreds of thousands" of boxes of chocolate and vanilla sandwich cookies across the province this spring. Proceeds from the campaign are used to fund activities throughout the
year. "Recently, we announced a return to in-person camping and overnight experiences for girls who wish to participate in those," said Isinger. "As we progress through this year, we expected more and more activities options will be available and now the full range of cookie selling options is available to us." Girl Guide cookies cost $5 per box. More
information on cookie sales can be found on the Girl Guides of Canada website. Media Platforms Design Team How a classic treat may influence your taste in design Girl Guides of Canada's fall cookie campaign is underway, but a seasonal favourite is missing from the menu. There are no chocolate mint cookies for sale this year, instead Girl Guides
is offering its chocolate and vanilla sandwich cookies, normally available in the spring, to consumers. "Due to the ongoing pandemic, we’ve had to make some adjustments to our cookie fundraiser, which includes having just one cookie campaign for 2021," a spokesperson from Girl Guides of Canada said in an emailed statement. "Our mint cookies will
be back in the fall of 2022." Longtime Wellington County Girl Guide leader Marlene Skerritt said customers have quickly snapped up the available sandwich cookies. But the lack of mint hasn't gone unnoticed. "A lot of people are really disappointed because they're used to having the mint cookies over Christmas, it's a really great Christmas treat,"
Skerritt said. As to why they're not available, Skerritt says she hasn't received any official word from Girl Guides of Canada. But she suspects it has something to do with the regular spring sandwich cookie campaign being cancelled this year due to uncertainty around the pandemic. She's also heard rumblings of a potential supply chain issue.
Skerritt only ordered 35 boxes of cookies for her Brownie unit to sell this fall, as opposed to the usual 100 she requests. "Everyone was a little cautious this year with their ordering because no one knew what was going to happen," she explains, referencing the potential for further COVID lockdowns which would limit sales. "We just didn't want to get
burned." Skerritt's cookies, which were delivered at the end of September were quickly sold out within two weeks, and it looks like other guiding groups had similar experiences. "Right now there's absolutely no cookies that I know of in Ontario," she says. Cookie-lovers can look for units who still have the sweet treats here. Skerritt, who's been a
volunteer Girl Guides leader in Alma for nearly four decades thanked the community for helping her unit sell out their cookies year after year. "We have great support, just great support," she said.
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